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BONAVENTURE COUNTY - LAND PATENTS
1763-1890

FOREWORD
In a number of the historical articles of this GASPE OF
YESTERDAY series,various aspects of the long and vexatious process

of obtaining legal title to land in Gaspesia has been explored.It
is hoped that the following listing of land patents for the period,
1763-1890, drawn from official sources,will be of interest and
contribute to understanding of the vital question of land grants.

Prior to the historic hearings of the Gaspé Land Claims
Commission, established by the Act 59 Geo.III of 1819, successive
governments of Queébec had made grants of public land on the basis
of INSTRUCTIONS received from the Imperial Government in England.
Thus, in 1763, it was the Lords Commissioners for Trade and Plant-
ations that had issued such INSTRUCTIONS to Québec limiting grants
to 100 acres for each head of family and 50 acres for every other
person, white or colored, composing the family, with power to extend
the total area to 1000 acres in exceptional cases. The Crown reserved
the right to resume possession, in whole or in part, for military
purposes. Such grants were to be made by means of location tickets
or occupation permits. But, in 1775, new INSTRUCTIONS were issued
by which the former French Law, with land tenure on the basis of
Seigneury and Fief was re-established. Such was the resistance to
this 1775 policy that in 1786 the Colonial Department in London
instructed Lord Dorchestor that land could be granted to Loyalists
and veteran soldiers by location tickets. This policy applied to
the Loyalist settlement in Bay Chaleur. In 1791, the Constitutional
Act abolished the old French system of land grants, specified that
the ancient English policy of land holding "in free and common
soccage" apply and introduced conditions of land settlement and
cultivation.

The adjudication of the Gaspé Land Claims in 1819-20 did
no more than establish a CLAIM to land. To have legal title it was
necessary to convert such claim into LETTERS PATENT. The value of
this listing is that it provides us with a portrait of the situation
as of 1890.
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THIS 1891 PUBLICATIOCN

The monumental publication of 1891, on the Order of the Legislature
of Québec, from which the following information relative to Bonaventure
County is drawn, is organized on the basis of CCUNTY, TOWNSHIP and
TOWN. “hile the publication exists in both English and French versions
it has been necessary, for technical reasons, to utilize the French
version for the following listing. For each TOWNSHIP AND TOWN shown
for Bonaventure County the listing shows:

Noms des Concessionnaires - Names of Grantees
Numéros des Lots Concédes - Numbers of Lots Granted
Rangs - Range

Acres - Acres

Date des Lettres Patentes - Date of Letters Patent
Livre - Book (of record)

Pages - Page (of record)

Under the column headed "Livre" the various numbers and letters
refer to record books to be found in the Archives.
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